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HOUGH about 1,500 years
separate Job, possbly the
oldest book in the Bible,
from Revelation, possibly t h e
newest—they have m u c h in
common. Many elements in Job
are repeated in Revelation 1214, chapters that predict a lastday religious persecution similar to what Job endured.
First, in these chapters in
Revelation, as in Job, Satan
appears—this time symbolized as a
dragon: "The great dragon . . . that
old serpent, called the Devil, and
Satan" (Revelation 12:9).
The theme of God's CTeatorship,
and the worship He claims because
of that creatorship—is found in
Revelation, as it is in Job (see article): "Worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the
fountains of waters," the book of
Revelation (14:6) declares. Here it
calls for followers who will, like Job,
not only believe in the Creator but
worship Him as well!
Unfortunately, just as Job faced
pressure to turn awayfromthis worship, these people will too.
Revelation 13 warns of a religiouspolitical power, called "the beast,"
that will use economic and physical
coercion to hijack the warship that
God alone deserves and divert it to
another source, described in
Revelation as "the image of the
beast" Warning about this power,
Revelation says that it causes "as
many as would not worship the
image" to "be killed" (Revelation
13:15).
Besides using physical coercion to
attempt to commandeer the worship
of God, this power will use economic
force as well: "And he causeth all,
both small and great rich and poor,
free and bond, to receive a mark in
their right hand, or in their foreheads: and that no man might buy or
sell, save he that had the mark"
(verses 16, 17). According to
Revelation, only those who worship
the image get this mark (a symbol
used to describe those who worship
the image of the beast), which allows
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them to buy and sell, while those
who worship the Creator will face
economic sanctions—and the threat
of death.
Perhaps the most important element Job and these people share in
common is not religious persecution,
but their steadfastness in the face of
it. When Satan attacked Job, the
Bible describes his response.
"Naked came I out of my mother's
womb, and naked shall I return
thither: the Lord gave, and the Lord
hath taken away; blessed be the
name of the Lord. . . . In all this Job
sinned not, nor charged God foolishly" (Job 1:21, 22). Later, after the
boils came, Job said, "What? Shall
we receive good at the hand of God,
and shall we not receive evil? hi all
this did not Job sin with his lips"
(Job 2:10).
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Scripture explains that "sin is the
transgression of the law [the Ten
Commandments]" (1 John 3:4).
Thus, Job kept the Ten Commandments regardless of the
attempts by Satan to make him
break them. Despite tremendous
economic and physical pressure, Job
worshiped the Creator and kept His
commandments!
This point—the one of Job's obedience to the law, and his worship of
the Creator amid economic and
physical coercion—links his experience to the people described in
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Revelation 12-14, who will worship
the Creator and obey His commandments even though, like Job, they
face economic and physical pressure
not to!
"And the dragon was wroth with
the woman [an Old and New
Testament symbol for God's people],
and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the
cornmandnients of God" (Revelation
12:17).
Referring to Job's stamina amid
suffering, James wrote, "Ye have
heard of the patience of Job" (James
5:11). Referring to God's faithful
people, who will suffer in a similar
manner as did Job, Revelation says,
"Here is the patience of the saints:
here are they that keep the commandments of God" (Revelation
14:12).
Revelation and Job, despite 15
centuries between them, have clear
parallels. Revelation confronts the
large religious and political issues
that the worshipers of the Creator
will face—while the book of Job presents the conflict as an individual
struggle. As in Job, an ungodly power
will use economic and physical coercion to trample upon a right so basic
that even God won't tread upon i t
the right to worship as one pleases.
Revelation teaches also that God will
have a people who will have
patience, who will endure, a people
who, like Job, will worship the
Creator and keep His commandments despite the terrible pressure
not to.
hi almost no other biblical books
is the theme of religious persecution
so pervasive as in Job, one ofthe oldest books (if not the oldest) in the
Bible, and in Revelation, one of the
newest (if not the newest). Maybe
God sandwiched almost everything
else between them in order to show
that from the earliest times, the
time of Job, to the end of time, the
time of Revelation 12-14, God's
faithful followers, those who worship
the Creator and keep His commandments should be prepared to face
persecution for doing so. C. G •
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